
INFORMATION FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS: 
Mosaics at Olynthus

Subject
This document introduces the topic of mosaics,
including what they were made of, where they
were likely to be found, and the type of
decoration / image they featured. The main aim
is to familiarise students with the idea that
images can be made by combining lots of small
pieces, whether they are the tiles of a mosaic,
spots of paint, or the pixels you can see by
standing too close to a television. This could be
further illustrated by zooming in on a digital
image to show the pixels that make up the
picture.

Activities
There is a simple mosaic activity at the end of
this document, comprising a grid in which
students can compose a black and white mosaic
of their own. You could suggest a theme e.g. a
scene from mythology, or encourage students to
experiment with patterns. A further activity is to
make repeating patterns using other shapes,
which will help students to find out how well
different geometrical shapes fit together.

National Curriculum
This document relates to History Key Stage 2 as
follows:
• "Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and

achievements and their influence on the
western world“

And to Art & Design Key Stage 2 as follows:
• "creativity, experimentation and an

increasing awareness of different kinds of
art, craft and design"; "improve their
mastery of art and design techniques,
including drawing, painting and sculpture
with a range of materials"

Related documents
This document should be used after:
• What is archaeology.pptx
• Excavations at Olynthus.pptx
• Building houses at Olynthus.pptx
This document works in association with:
• Making mosaics at Olynthus.pptx
• Money and numbers.pptx
• The mosaic apprentice.pptx

Copyright
The images used in this document were taken
from websites that allow their use for
educational purposes. Feel free to re-use the
images, but please include a copyright statement.
You should attribute the images to the same
sources as mentioned in the text, rather than to
the Grand Designs project or the University of
Liverpool.

The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
funds world-class, independent researchers in a
wide range of subjects: ancient history, modern
dance, archaeology, digital content, philosophy,
English literature, design, the creative and
performing arts, and much more. This financial year
the AHRC will spend approximately £98m to fund
research and postgraduate training in collaboration
with a number of partners. The quality and range of
research supported by this investment of public
funds not only provides social and cultural benefits
but also contributes to the economic success of the
UK. For further information on the AHRC, please go
to: www.ahrc.ac.uk



Mosaic patterns include

Mosaics at Olynthus

A mosaic is a special, decorative form of flooring. It is made from small pieces of material such as
stone, pottery, or tile. Thousands of these small pieces are arranged so that together they make an
attractive pattern or picture – in fact, a lot of mosaics have both a picture and some patterns in them.

Mosaics in the ancient world were mostly made for private houses. It is amazing that archaeologists
find them after thousands of years underground! Archaeologists use the images on mosaics to try to
understand the activities that took place in particular rooms, how wealthy the people who owned the
house may have been, and about their tastes (the types of things that they like to have or do).

Mosaics at Olynthus
There were mosaics in several houses at
Olynthus. Most of them were made with black
and white pebbles, although archaeologists have
discovered that a few pebbles in red, yellow, and
green were also used sometimes.

House A vi 3: Bellerophon and the Chimera
One of the most famous mosaics was
discovered in House A vi 3. It was laid on the
floor of the andron, the special dining room
used for important visitors. The mosaic had
bands of geometric patterns around the edges,
and a picture of Bellerophon, mounted on
Pegasus, fighting the Chimera in the centre.

In Greek mythology, the Chimera was a female
monster. She resembled a lion in the front, a
goat in the middle, and a dragon behind. (Lots
of Greek monsters were a mix of real and
imaginary animals!)

According to myth, the winged horse, Pegasus,
sprang from the blood of the Gorgon, Medusa,
as she was beheaded by the hero, Perseus.
Using Athena's gift of a golden bridle,
Bellerophon caught and tamed Pegasus.

Mosaics in the Villa of Good Fortune
The villa was named after the mosaic words
Agathe Tyche, meaning Good Fortune

Meanders
(Greek-key pattern)

Wave-bands

Palmettes

Swastikas



You are a master mosaic maker from Athens, and a wealthy family have asked you to come to Olynthus
to design and make a mosaic, using only white and black pebbles, for the andron in their new house.
Design a mosaic for the andron in the grid below. One square = one pebble. Use a pencil to colour in
the black squares, but leave the white squares blank. Once you have drawn your pattern or picture,
calculate how many black and white pebbles are needed to create your mosaic. Alternatively, make a
tessell

ating geometric pattern
(a pattern that can be repeated over and over) using square,
rectangle, triangle, rhombus, pentagon, or hexagon shapes, instead
of the grid below. Once you have created your pattern, count
how many of each shape you have created, and calculate the

Designing a mosaic for a house at Olynthus

your mosaic. Alternatively, make a tessellating geometric pattern
(a pattern that can be repeated over and over) using square,
rectangle, triangle, rhombus, pentagon, or hexagon shapes,
instead of the grid below. Once you have created your pattern,
count how many of each shape you have created, and calculate
the number of pebbles needed to create your mosaic.


