Visiting The Atkinson
The Atkinson is the large building with a clock tower on Lord Street in Southport. Inside the
building there are exhibition spaces, a theatre, a museum and a library.

You will enter the building through the main entrance and arrive in the foyer. The foyer is
sometimes busy with lots of visitors.

There are lots of people working in the building doing different jobs such as selling theatre
tickets, looking after the artwork and providing information for visitors. The staff at The Atkinson
wear red shirts and are happy to answer any questions that you might have.

On the ground floor of The Atkinson there is a café called The Bakery and a gift shop.

On the ground floor of The Atkinson there is also a library.

This is one of the quietest parts of the building. There are lots of chairs where you are welcome to
sit and read books.

To go upstairs at The Atkinson you can either use the stairs or the glass lift.

On Level 1 there is the theatre.

On Level 1 there are also the exhibition spaces. This is the entrance to the exhibition spaces.

There are 4 exhibitions spaces in total. Every few months the exhibitions change so you
might see something different in these rooms each time that you visit.

The artwork in the exhibition spaces is often very old, very fragile or very valuable so it’s
important not to touch the artwork on display. Visitors must also not run in the exhibition
spaces in case they run into other visitors or the artworks. Sometimes the exhibition spaces
are very quiet because people are busy looking and thinking, rather than talking but you do
not have to be silent in the exhibition spaces.
In the middle of the four exhibition spaces there is a room with glass doors called The
Artbox. This is a space where children and adults can take part in creative activities such as
drawing. This is a good space to take a break in.

One Level 1 there is also a room called The Studio which is used for different events. The
Studio walls are painted black because it is sometimes used as a cinema.

On Level 3 of The Atkinson there is a museum with three rooms. Two of the rooms contain
objects and information about the history of the local area. The third rooms contain objects
and information about Ancient Egypt.
This is the corridor outside the museum

This is the entrance to the museum

There is a map of the museum next to the
entrance

Inside the museum there are lots of glass cases full of objects. There are also screens playing
music or films. It can be quite noisy in the museum but the corridor outside the museum is
much quieter. You can sit or stand in the corridor if you need to take a break.

The museum about Ancient Egypt is much darker than the rest of the museum. There are
also some videos and sound effects in this area of the museum.
Throughout the museum there are activities for adults and children to do such as dressing
up and writing postcards. You can choose whether you want to take part in the activities or
not.

In the museum there is also a room called The Discovery Box which is used for workshops
and meetings.

There are toilets and accessible toilets on every level at The Atkinson. The toilets have red
signs outside them.

The Atkinson is a big building with lots of different things to see and do. It is free to enter the building and
explore the exhibitions, museum and library. Some people visit The Atkinson for a short period of time,
other people spend the whole day there. You might not see all of the building every time that you visit.

We hope that you enjoy your visit to The Atkinson.

